
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — Republicans who control the South Dakota Legislature shrugged off a

Democratic proposal for a statewide mask requirement to slow the spread of the coronavirus,

saying Thursday that they’d rather stay the course and allow individuals to decide for themselves

whether to wear one in public.

House Republicans haven’t even passed rules to wear masks on the close-quartered chamber

floor.

“I’m not in favor of a mask mandate and I don’t think that would have legs in the House,” said

Rep. Kent Peterson, the House majority leader.

Democratic Sen. Reynold Nesiba, of Sioux Falls, proposed requiring people statewide to wear

masks. Several studies have found that coronavirus infections spread slower in communities that

have mask mandates than in others that don’t. And there is growing evidence, including from the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, that wearing masks helps prevent infections from

spreading.
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Republican Gov. Kristi Noem, though, has steadfastly refused to issue a mask order during the

pandemic, instead relying on people to take personal responsibility for their safety.

Nikki Gronli, the vice chair of the state’s Democratic Party, said Nesiba’s bill mirrors Sioux Falls’

ordinance, the Argus Leader reported. She said since Sioux Falls passed its mandate in November,

it has seen a sharp decline in positive cases and hospitalizations.

The city reported 1,002 active cases on Wednesday, down 48 from the previous day. The three-day

average of new cases is down nearly 33% since Jan. 14.

Top Republicans in the House and Senate, though, have praised Noem’s mask stance.

“South Dakota was well-positioned from the outset to weather COVID as best we could, but the

governor chose to flaunt our advantages of population and geography and promoted zero

personal responsibility,” Nesiba said. “Our economy has endured, thanks to our great local

business owners and workers. What we need from the state is real leadership to prevent this virus

from spreading.”

Brookings, Vermillion, Yankton, Huron and seven of the state’s nine reservations also have mask

mandates.

South Dakota health officials on Thursday reported 24 new deaths due to the coronavirus, for a

total of 58 fatalities in the last two days and 1,763 overall. The death count is the fifth highest per

capita in the country, at about 200 deaths per 100,000 people, according to data compiled by

Johns Hopkins University researchers.

Officials listed 187 new cases since Wednesday, pushing the state’s pandemic total to 107,795.
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Alaska senator changes face covering after rules

dispute

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — An Alaska senator returned to her 

seat on the Senate floor Monday wearing a new face …

Ad Content

Promoted: The Easy Blog by

EasyBreathe.com

Skip the Doctor -

Upgrade to AirSense 10

Auto CPAP Today

Promoted: Stairlift | Search Ads

StairLift Elevators Could

Be A Dream Come True

For Seniors

Promoted: Investing Outlook

Finance PhD Issues

Warning: “Move Your

Money Before April… Promoted: Gameday News

He Was Once An Icon In

The NBA, Here's Him Now

yesterday

Black woman becomes face of Missouri following

NAACP warning

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — A Black woman has become 

the face of Missouri's tourism campaign, nearly four years …

March 15, 2021

Arrest warrant issued after woman rejects mask at

Texas bank

GALVESTON, Texas (AP) — An arrest warrant was issued 

for a woman who refused to wear a mask at a Texas bank, …

Ad Content

Promoted: Gundry MD Total Restore Supplement

What Rice Does to the Human Body

Promoted: ActivatedYou Morning Complete Supplement

Bloated No Matter What You Do?

Learn the Warning Signs of Having

an Unhealthy Gut Promoted: NerdWallet

Drumroll, please. This year's best

credit cards

yesterday

Judge orders release of Kansas Senate leader after

arrest

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — A judge on Tuesday ordered the 

release of a Kansas Senate leader from jail in Topeka, …

today

A good boy again: Biden’s dog will return to the White

House

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) — There is Major breaking news: 

President Joe Biden’s wayward pup is no longer in the …

Refinance Calculator

CURRENT RATES

1.75% 2.01%
Rate APR

Calculate how much you could save

Rates are at historic lows!

Calculate Payment
Terms & Conditions apply. NMLS#1136

$300,000

Loan amount

Loan term

Credit score

15-Year Fixed

Excellent

20212021

Top Articles
by The Associated Press

After vaccine freeze, European

countries seek a quick thaw
SKIP AD

galencollege.edu…
LEARN MORE

Learn More

Ad : (0:07)

Skip Ad

South Dakota Republicans scoff at mask mandate proposal Top Stories VideoTopics Listen

https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=associatedpress-apnews&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=organic-thumbnails-rr:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
https://twitter.com/AP
https://www.facebook.com/APNews
https://www.youtube.com/user/AssociatedPress
https://www.linkedin.com/company/associated-press
https://facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=870613919693099&display=popup&href=https://apnews.com/article/sioux-falls-south-dakota-legislation-coronavirus-pandemic-e228f61972c0f7272788ee51d969446c
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://apnews.com/article/sioux-falls-south-dakota-legislation-coronavirus-pandemic-e228f61972c0f7272788ee51d969446c
mailto:?subject=South%20Dakota%20Republicans%20scoff%20at%20mask%20mandate%20proposal&body=https://apnews.com/article/sioux-falls-south-dakota-legislation-coronavirus-pandemic-e228f61972c0f7272788ee51d969446c
https://apnews.com/article/alaska-coronavirus-pandemic-61c5e49eaa27e0692d16e7e3c937d45a
https://apnews.com/article/alaska-coronavirus-pandemic-61c5e49eaa27e0692d16e7e3c937d45a
https://apnews.com/article/kansas-wichita-arrests-topeka-archive-7380a7e3e4fbe335536f78e0a5bf719d
https://apnews.com/article/kansas-wichita-arrests-topeka-archive-7380a7e3e4fbe335536f78e0a5bf719d
https://apnews.com/article/travel-race-and-ethnicity-baseball-st-louis-missouri-tigers-mens-basketball-d685b5443cd4da5a2fca594248d74136
https://apnews.com/article/travel-race-and-ethnicity-baseball-st-louis-missouri-tigers-mens-basketball-d685b5443cd4da5a2fca594248d74136
https://www.thepennyhoarder.com/save-money/9-strange-things-millionaires-money-us-never-tried-desk/?aff_id=282&utm_source=nativo&utm_medium=paidnative&aff_sub3=strange-millionaires-desktop&ntv_a=wVoGAijBJAub8QA&&ntv_fpc=01f466db-abdc-4d57-acd4-4b4c9c463aa6&ntv_cr=1&ntv_fr
https://www.thepennyhoarder.com/save-money/9-strange-things-millionaires-money-us-never-tried-desk/?aff_id=282&utm_source=nativo&utm_medium=paidnative&aff_sub3=strange-millionaires-desktop&ntv_a=wVoGAijBJAub8QA&&ntv_fpc=01f466db-abdc-4d57-acd4-4b4c9c463aa6&ntv_cr=1&ntv_fr
https://www.thepennyhoarder.com/save-money/9-strange-things-millionaires-money-us-never-tried-desk/?aff_id=282&utm_source=nativo&utm_medium=paidnative&aff_sub3=strange-millionaires-desktop&ntv_a=wVoGAijBJAub8QA&&ntv_fpc=01f466db-abdc-4d57-acd4-4b4c9c463aa6&ntv_cr=1&ntv_fr
https://lnknext.com/301578dd-a050-4fd1-af75-d6bf053b0463?site=associatedpress-apnews&cid=%7Bcid%7D&title=What+Rice+Does+to+the+Human+Body&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=8019827&campaign_item_id=2977174602&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F8bd5f273398745c4d65d91e6344aeb7e.png&taboolaclickid=GiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiD8r0Yoh_qRo7rPgpLnAQ&tblci=GiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiD8r0Yoh_qRo7rPgpLnAQ#tblciGiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiD8r0Yoh_qRo7rPgpLnAQ
https://lnknext.com/301578dd-a050-4fd1-af75-d6bf053b0463?site=associatedpress-apnews&cid=%7Bcid%7D&title=What+Rice+Does+to+the+Human+Body&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=8019827&campaign_item_id=2977174602&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F8bd5f273398745c4d65d91e6344aeb7e.png&taboolaclickid=GiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiD8r0Yoh_qRo7rPgpLnAQ&tblci=GiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiD8r0Yoh_qRo7rPgpLnAQ#tblciGiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiD8r0Yoh_qRo7rPgpLnAQ
https://www2.energeticallday.com/cid/7013w000001vBbZAAU?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&subid1=GiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiDFikMo3v2i4OTYyqJE&tblci=GiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiDFikMo3v2i4OTYyqJE#tblciGiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiDFikMo3v2i4OTYyqJE
https://www2.energeticallday.com/cid/7013w000001vBbZAAU?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&subid1=GiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiDFikMo3v2i4OTYyqJE&tblci=GiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiDFikMo3v2i4OTYyqJE#tblciGiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiDFikMo3v2i4OTYyqJE
https://www.nerdwallet.com/ur/?utm_content=865eb4&nw_campaign_id=146169632948582400&utm_medium=ntv&utm_source=tb&utm_campaign=cc_mktg_paid_030220_best_laltran25_js19_d_tb&utm_term=associatedpress-apnews&mktg_link=2930195134#tblciGiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiDl8T0oyJW9xumCz4Z-
https://www.nerdwallet.com/ur/?utm_content=865eb4&nw_campaign_id=146169632948582400&utm_medium=ntv&utm_source=tb&utm_campaign=cc_mktg_paid_030220_best_laltran25_js19_d_tb&utm_term=associatedpress-apnews&mktg_link=2930195134#tblciGiBgFjDJdIJ51ZXqnHVo6PkhrQcSwL7uv_VgY6BP0_K0GiDl8T0oyJW9xumCz4Z-
https://apnews.com/
https://apnews.com/
https://apnews.com/hub/videos

