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A pastoral letter to our global Nazarene
family

by Board of General Superintendents | 20 Mar 2020

To our global Nazarene family,

So much has changed in such a brief time. Our daily news cycle is filled with reports
of the global COVID-19 pandemic. Government leaders, medical professionals,
researchers, and scientists are diligently working to stem the tide of the contagion
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small ways.

We have been advised by national, state, and municipal authorities to restrict our
public gatherings, maintain social distance, and to observe rigorous health
protocols. The threat is serious and real - immediate action is necessary to “flatten
the curve” wherever possible. We believe it is essential that the church around the
world do our part, even as the mission of the church continues.

We have been in ongoing communication with regional, field, and district leadership.
We are hearing wonderful reports of how our churches are responding with
compassion and creativity, being careful yet courageous. So many are doing their
part to adapt because they understand that Christlike ministry extends much farther
than the walls of a building. Crises often reveal our dependence on God and
opportunities for ministry we could not see before. Thank you for allowing the light
of your witness to shine brightly.

However, we also realize that there are many new challenges, unlike we have faced
in our lifetime. Because the Church of the Nazarene is a global church, it is difficult
to make comprehensive recommendations that fit in every situation. In our various
countries, there are different government health protocols recommending
restrictions on gatherings. While we believe in the vital importance of the gathering
of the saints, due to the highly contagious nature of this virus and as a way to show
our respect for governing authorities and to love our neighbors, we ask every local
church to cooperate with and follow the recommendations from your nation, state,
and municipality. Further, we are empowering district leadership to offer directives
and provide guidelines to local churches in the matter of congregational gatherings
in accordance with health department instructions. We will find our way through this
time with God'’s help and the strength of the Body of Christ.

We want to call the church to prayer. As one of our district superintendents said:
“Pray now and often. Pray for peace. Pray for patience. Pray for learning. Pray for
the Holy Spirit who is unbound by any of temporary restrictions to come over people
in their homes. Pray for His power to flow out of us in Christlike compassion and
conviction, so much that even though we aren’t gathering for worship according to
our customs, we will experience the presence of Jesus and reflect Him in what we
sayv and do.”



Finally, let us be reminded of God’s Word: “For the Spirit God gave us does not make
us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7). The people of
God do not live in fear and respond in panic. We know God will never leave us or
forsake us. Perfect love casts out fear. Moreover, we have been given the power of
the Holy Spirit to respond in love and grace to our neighbor, regardless of our
circumstances. We have been given a sound mind to make wise decisions and the
fruit of the Spirit to give us love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, and self-
control as we follow Jesus and pray for His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.

We pray for God'’s healing of COVID-19, but we also pray that we will have the grace
to be faithful to our mission, “To make Christlike disciples in the nations.” National
borders may be temporarily closed, social distancing may be necessary for a time,
but the gospel will not be deterred.

Grace and peace to you all,

The Board of General Superintendents
Eugénio R. Duarte

David W. Graves

David A. Busic

Gustavo A. Crocker

Filimao M. Chambo

Carla D. Sunberg

Click here to view the latest updates and additional resources.

Tags
GMC Announcements

48 Comments Sort by = Oldest #


https://nazarene.org/COVID-19
https://nazarene.org/all-news?keywords=&tag%5B0%5D=30&tag%5B1%5D=30&sort_by=created
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?app_id&channel=https%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fx%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2F%3Fversion%3D46%23cb%3Df35855e72ebe4d8%26domain%3Dnazarene.org%26origin%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnazarene.org%252Ff2c30f16a4fa18c%26relation%3Dparent.parent&color_scheme=light&container_width=823&height=100&href=http%3A%2F%2Fnazarene.org%2Farticle%2Fpastoral-letter-our-global-nazarene-family&locale=en_GB&sdk=joey&width=620#
https://www.facebook.com/tamir.gray.77

Jesse C Middendorf
Thank you for sharing this with all of us. Your words are filled with wisdom and grace.
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Irene Krall

Thanks for words from the top! As Nazarenes we want to be faithfiul to God's Word, and
His leaders. We are thankful for your directives and this global statement.
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- Alfonso Mwamba Mwansa

Thank you for your guidance
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Gerald D. Moran

This is comforting. Blessings and SHALOM.
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Cindy Brandon

Amen he walks with me
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Larry Dennis

So grateful for our wise, united and Spirited filled leaders.
Like - Reply - @ 4 - 16w

Marieta Gilbert

Thank you for your compassion and wisdom to us. God bless you as you lead.
Like - Reply - D1 16w

Jose Palacios

Thank you for your prayers, guidence and wise recommendations.
May our Lord keep you safe!
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Patricia Norton

Thank you for this timely message to the church. The church has never been the
building; now is our time to trust in Him and His Word.
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Lois Ignacio
Halaluyah HE has risen!
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The Church of the Nazarene is a Protestant Christian church in the Wesleyan, Holiness
tradition.
Organized in 1908, the denomination is now home to about 2.5 million members
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