
Ministry in a time of pandemic
Technology Best Practices
The Mennonite Church USA offers a series of videos on “Technology Best Practices for Virtual Meetings and Worship”. Go to
http://mennoniteusa.org/news/new-video-series-technology-virtual-tools/

A message of encouragement

Online giving options

Message from the O.ce of Ministry

Online Giving?

http://mennoniteusa.org/news/new-video-series-technology-virtual-tools/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtuszdjDtdI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fsWttUXPMI


Online giving options (from the Ecumenical Stewardship Center)

Youth ministry
Letter to youth advisors (from Youth and Young Adult Ministries)

Free webinars to help churches through this crisis
Leading in a Time of Crisis
In times like these, it is crucial that leaders remain calm under pressure, make the right decisions, and then effectively implement
those decisions.

What can leaders do when uncertainty lies at the heart of the COVID-19 crisis? The webinar will identify how people can feel
overwhelmed, help people gain resilience, and the importance of making virtual social connections viable.

Stan Dueck is director of Organizational Leadership and co-coordinator of Discipleship Ministries for the Church of the Brethren.

Go to recording

( Access Password: 5F&3&0+% )

Brethren Distinctives in Church Planting
What is it that makes a Church of the Brethren church plant distinctive? This webinar will explore the fascinating confluence of
Radical Pietistic and Anabaptist thought that gave rise to our movement, with Ryan Braught and Nate Polzin. Anyone interested
in planting a new Brethren congregation or involved in District or congregational support of new ministries will benefit from this
webinar.

Complete information, including registration links, at http://www.brethren.org/webcasts/

Brethren Distinctives in Church Planting 2020.5.19

https://zoom.us/rec/share/vOZRKLDM-1NJYZXI8EXwZ4JxE73Veaa81HcWrPBZnx5stSYThubiwqVFCv0yeMbK
http://www.brethren.org/yya/documents/letter-to-advisors.pdf
http://www.brethren.org/webcasts/
http://www.brethren.org/discipleshipmin/documents/giving-beyond-the-offering-plate.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZhVMMavrCY


Church building maintenance
The following document was created by Ken Fox to assist congregations with cutting costs and properly maintaining
church buildings and their HVAC systems. Ken is the pastor of Cedar Run and manager of HVAC systems for James
Madison University. We extend our thanks to Ken for sharing his expertise through these thoughtful tips. (From
Shenandoah District email newsletter 4-20-2020)

Discipleship Ministries- Church
of the Brethren
on Friday

Check out these awesome resources and
videos for parents and children.
https://covid19.brethren.org/children/
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Resources for children & families – …
Resources for children & families Our prayer f…

Discipleship Ministries- Church
of the Brethren
about a week ago

Check out this podcast with our mates Jarrod
McKenna and Drew Hart. Williams' look at
Bonhoeffer has been field defining in historical
theology and ethics.

Discipleship Ministries- Chu…
290 likesLike Page

https://www.facebook.com/Discipleship-Ministries-Church-of-the-Brethren-109631810728714/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARQ5wZ9qTrGq9DN6W2masGSJn_BTrIBv1SoqwTZ9AoQc6FJRX_SQm5IxbuuzUzXuBoA
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=151052063253355&id=109631810728714
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=151052063253355&id=109631810728714
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.brethren.org%2Fchildren%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0hYxViZY5YgJTI-O1YUaUh2x9NU-vcYoWVc_kNSGqBSgtKqybHjFmZHcg&h=AT1OZYIMqULDklnPd9Z6rxz1NOkmWNYWpc2lY5PmIftBYzhlt1fXAXvQgFdIulmA4k_k4APQ5WDoaDf2wEszk2_nkHzCwpZ_tMWWxynYhz_Xt6RraAUEVl3Qkkzl5aitflzbQMqW6I_RtoRoSom7-r1aRJTKIH2VEbZtdrcccCdzaMvboklMHA
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=151052063253355&id=109631810728714
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpermalink.php%3Fstory_fbid%3D151052063253355%26id%3D109631810728714&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=post
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.brethren.org%2Fchildren%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1ggnjomUMyPciDjfDypsbh3sQV582HAdiqnmyAhfGyM71Dttd1scMMbn0&h=AT0_tKeIoDX8Rd2OsS6nR__5JTqpuGMJuPggxnJz8ux9ABCQjdDPafsMzpZi_YZOSUgJpOPcK44ShEKDNB90zFZMTU675oqDECSo_BX14AewO7lZ2upcvNgAjH-aP-NOi2QO2YdefR0KetNx2_FpKOUfznh8uyEPG9Z7og6umbip
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.brethren.org%2Fchildren%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1B-qNfQmeyNSxWZwolundPxtFjAjHp3wz9R06fq-camA06ZPfkxlt4S3s&h=AT1tDvotJgsoe8acKUbNHiLJUwT81JE_mtFmVqw_Yl82kzLsvMdNlUA-RkPh1Kz1JIm8bv_hhPCEF9W8VoNkJjpLl_XojWa9RFPTtPI4BWLSfvmZgos0PwGxNZjAraE8JxZxVJY4vkV81XKg3unaDHoaOSX91Sj4bWLqXZ0mdwFIFnH-eDCZ0g
https://www.facebook.com/Discipleship-Ministries-Church-of-the-Brethren-109631810728714/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARRXBAqvvsAh3cOhQktilup4ZEuT3UY-a1BfMi26szYhDqehS1l4ynTwoM7ymS7zSXQ
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=148562230169005&id=109631810728714
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=148562230169005&id=109631810728714
https://www.facebook.com/Jarrodandmates/photos/a.308380375948967/3061325413987769/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/Discipleship-Ministries-Church-of-the-Brethren-109631810728714/
https://www.facebook.com/Discipleship-Ministries-Church-of-the-Brethren-109631810728714/
https://www.facebook.com/Discipleship-Ministries-Church-of-the-Brethren-109631810728714/


Recommendations for church building systems

Free study and worship resources
Brethren Press wants to make it as easy as possible for your congregation to study and worship together—even from
afar. Each week during this outbreak, our web store will be updated with free resources to help people in your church
stay connected. Other free worship resources are found at www.brethren.org/resources/worship.html and the
Anabaptist Worship Exchange.
The Ministry Office is inviting pastors and other congregational leaders to share creative online worship service
resources that could be used by others across the denomination during this unusual season in the church’s life.
Worship resources may be submitted at www.brethren.org/shareresources. The submitted resources and ideas will be
reviewed by staff of the Ministry Office and posted to download from www.brethren.org/holyweekresources.
COVID-19 and Worship: Resources for Churches Adapting to Social Isolation (Calvin Institute of Christian Worship)

Ethical use of music resources
While many congregations have purchased hymnals and the music for worship, owning these materials does not guarantee
permission to stream the performance of that music to a wider audience. Even printing the words in a handout or posting them
on a screen requires permission, unless the materials are in the public domain. There are FAQs available on appropriate use of
hymnals and resources published by Brethren Press.

This is important as our congregation ethics polity asks that congregations seek permissions when using resources and music.

Thankfully, this is an easy issue to resolve. There are two main providers for permissions to use music in worship: OneLicense
and CCLI provide permissions to reprint and other streaming licensing. Both service providers have two different licensing
products—one just for reprinting permissions and another that includes streaming rights.

Both these services, and any effort to reach composers, authors, or publishers for resources not covered by OneLicense or CCLI,
assure that the work is compensated.

From now through April 15, OneLicense is offering a gratis license to churches to help cope with COVID-19 challenges.

For music and resources found in Hymnal: A Worship Book, congregations may use anything in the public domain or anything that
fits into the categories outlined in the first paragraph on page 862. The same goes for Hymnal Supplement (refer to the
acknowledgments section in the front of the hymnal). Obtaining a license from OneLicense or CCLI will cover most of the
remaining hymns. If you have questions about a particular hymn or resource, contact brethrenpress@brethren.org.

Several musicians have given permission to Church of the Brethren congregations to stream or upload their music during this
time of physical distancing.

Ways to offer church services at a distance
The Church of the Brethren’s one fully online congregation is the Living Stream church, which uses (paid) Livestream services.
The Living Stream pastoral team and “tech deacons” are offering to help other congregations that may have questions or need
assistance to put their own online worship in place. Contact assistance@LivingStreamCOB.org.

Other Church of the Brethren congregations have turned to Zoom (conferences or meetings over web, video, or phone),
Facebook, YouTube, Free Conference Calling (which is especially good for areas without reliable internet), sermons posted on the
church website, virtual Sunday School, and more. See a listing of online opportunities here.

https://files.constantcontact.com/071f413a201/fa7b2c08-d7f6-41d1-b93e-fc0cb475ace6.pdf
https://www.brethrenpress.com/SearchResults.asp?Cat=245
http://www.brethren.org/resources/worship.html
http://anabaptistworshipexchange.org/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/ChurchOfTheBrethren1/HolyWeekWorshipResourcesFromCongregations
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pR2MNcP7bwj8t8bHG-pW7BvvHKQ4Ewo9
https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/covid-19-and-worship-resources-for-churches-adapting-to-social-isolation
http://www.brethren.org/bp/copyright/faqs.html
http://www.brethren.org/discipleship/ethics.html
https://www.onelicense.net/
https://us.ccli.com/
https://news.onelicense.net/2020/03/13/one-license-offers-gratis-licenses-to-help-cope-with-covid-19-challenges-valid-through-april-15
mailto:brethrenpress@brethren.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16K75j7VseWwOXHaJMcE_irmD0bQ1I7tYaJhymffemvA/edit?usp=sharing
https://livestream.com/
mailto:assistance@LivingStreamCOB.org
http://www.brethren.org/news/2020/church-of-the-brethren-congregations-worship-online.html


Get in touch
DM@brethren.org
800-323-8039 ext. 303 or 847-429-4303
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