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The emergence and spread of the novel Coronavirus, or COVID-19 as designated by the World Health Organization,
has faith leaders considering appropriate response and responsibility. This developing situation reminds us of the
interconnectedness of the world in which we live. Whether we acknowledge it or not, we are all connected as part of
God’s good creation. People of faith respond to such developing situations with compassion and care first, rather
than fear and panic, because of the courage that faith inspires.

TWO IMPORTANT TASKS...

As with any developing situation, some media reports can be more harmful than helpful, inspiring fear and anxiety, even
outright panic. As people of faith, we are called to remember two important tasks in such situations:

1. We are called to respond first as Christians, as the church, the body of Christ. The first response is compassion
and concern, undergirded by prayer and service. Our first impulse is courage, compassion, and faithfulness. Those
principles, rather than fear and panic, guide our decisions and actions moving forward. Bias and racial profiling often
accompany public crises, as they have in this case. Resist and renounce these temptations in your response to
this crisis.

2. Because of our first response, we are also called to inform ourselves about the reality of the developing situation
and about known best practices for dealing with the situation in a coherent and faithful way. We must draw on
reliable resources for guidance in both preparing for and dealing with this developing situation.

We hope this information can support our faith communities as you discern faithfulness and wise actions in the weeks
ahead; we will try out best to update this page as frequently as we deem helpful.
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Pastoral Care Resources

In “Ministry during Pandemic: From Awareness to Implementation,” Judson Press and the Rev. Dr. Naomi
Kohatsu Paget offer a free and downloadable resource at www.judsonpress.com for ministry in these times. 

ABC Regional Executive Ministers have put together a brief list of best practices, including pastoral care and
recommendations for funerals. Click HERE.

A "Guide for Christian Funerals during COVID-19" by the Massachusetts Council of Churches.

A Multi-Faith Clergy group on Facebook produced this document, giving suggestions and guidance for worship,
technology, giving, and pastoral care.

Worship Service Resources

1. A sermon "Connected through the Cloud" based on Hebrews 12:1-3 from John Jones, Associate Regional Minister-
Education, for all the churches of ABC Wisconsin. Click HERE.

https://mailchi.mp/a3fb290fdaaa/april2020synergy
https://mailchi.mp/4a622151c805/covid-19-update-12289327
https://mailchi.mp/1738dfc5e050/covid-19-update-031920
https://mailchi.mp/eff2edd66fdd/abcwi-churches-responding-to-covid19-pandemic?fbclid=IwAR2P---RUYGCQcd53SErAsCMjLnXZQYluPd85nwdKoIHvSl0tJ5OEXMZslg
https://forms.gle/kvZH5bnWP7mEeNQp8
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s3tEE0IXmSTnA6OXCs1GpOAbeO0w0o9N8DuZLRh8_5g/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.abcofwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Zoom-Guide.pdf
https://www.judsonpress.com/Products/588E/ministry-during-pandemic-pdf.aspx
https://www.abc-usa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/REMC-Recommendations-4-2020-002.pdf
https://www.masscouncilofchurches.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020.03.24-Christian-Funerals-during-COVID19-Version-3.0.pdf
https://www.abcofwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Resources_for_Worshipping_Communties-03.26.2020.pdf
https://youtu.be/SkjB_6bRoqc


2. A sermon and word of encouragement from Marie Onwubuariri Regional Exec. Minister, to the churches of ABC
Wisconsin based on Ephesian 4:11-16.  Click HERE.

3. Hymn Medley: Pianist: Marie Onwubuariri
Holy, Holy, Holy; Great is Thy Faithfulness; It is Well With My Soul

4. Blest Be The Tie That Binds (Instrumental): Pianist: Marie Onwubuariri
To listen to the audio file you do need to log into Dropbox; you can listen from any browser window.
Lyrics can be found HERE if you would like to sing along (Note: Time Signature is 4/4)

5. Sample video devotion from Camp Tamarack - from Rev. Kim Drost

6. Listing and Resources of Public Domain Hymns

7. Ministry Brands: Free Online Ministry Resources
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https://youtu.be/Wpp0tvrX1A0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zoot0sn2wt0kwho/BlestBeTheTie.m4a?dl=0
https://www.pdhymns.com/SheetMusic/A_Shaped/A-H_Shaped/B_Shaped/Blest%20Be%20The%20Tie%20That%20Binds_arr1.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/kim.drost.5/videos/10216496134740538/
https://www.pdhymns.com/
https://info.ministrybrands.com/ministry-online?utm_campaign=%5BMIB%5D%202020%20March%20COVID-19%20Campaign&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=85586774&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_UiXQOZbtKREZ78-HSrbvvDD4uZI-AIgBI97WXfonVMk2ytQMWI1Mb9ed-0PXz83SGajch4uIUj2kzgHmN8bumg--MlA&_hsmi=85586774&wchannelid=dhm1rtxeaa#webinar
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/outbreaks/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lh-depts/counties.htm
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Other Congregational Resources:

General Guidelines:

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) provides a comprehensive guide for congregations

https://www.facebook.com/groups/147712099203595/
https://www.abc-usa.org/coronavirus/
https://abhms.org/about-us/news/american-baptist-home-mission-societies-offers-guidance-litany-prayer-for-congregational-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.internationalministries.org/covid19/
https://www.wichurches.org/2020/03/11/coronavirus/?fbclid=IwAR1wzXDdz1_yjf9ub7_1QiEa2jXB-TxndCxNHgLpL6IiBCaQAacl572PUK4
https://www.pinnlead.com/covid19-emerging-church-practice
https://www.christianitytoday.com/
http://volunteerwisconsin.galaxydigital.com/need/?s=1&need_init_id=2976&fbclid=IwAR3t6LgrWwdcR1qPmUSjdvLbqNm45w1oFCQtfxWGaVYtDPyWGg9b0B3xjeg
https://www.wheaton.edu/academics/academic-centers/humanitarian-disaster-institute/covid-19/
https://disciples.org/general-ministries/disciples-ministries-respond-to-corona-virus/?fbclid=IwAR3_tY9KI4qU5lUF7Mx2ghGNktAkHnouv6oyjukqNcXbjY9iQcaYNoazebY


CDC checklist for faith-based communities to prepare for a pandemic
Also check your county website for information that impacts outreach activities

Empty Church Building Considerations:

Take steps to prevent vandalism, theft, and maintenance issues during coronavirus restrictions
Keep an Eye on Property Maintanance

Regarding Employers/Employees:

MMBB Non-Contractual Benefits for ABC Clergy
CDC guidance for employers and businesses that might be modified for a church setting

 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT...

LISTEN
“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.”  Matthew 25:35-36 NRSV

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your
fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?’ James 2:15-16 NRSV

Listen to the scriptures and the tradition that speak our identity into existence.  The scriptures remind us of who we are
in times of crisis: those who respond. However and whatever the response, may we remember first and foremost who
(and whose) we are.

PRAY
Pray for those infected by the coronavirus all around the world.
Pray with gratitude for those who care for them.
Pray with gratitude for health specialists and authorities who are combatting the spread of infection.
Pray for government officials and leaders to have the wisdom necessary to make necessary and informed decisions
out of care for the public good, particularly those most vulnerable.
Pray for all who at this time are feeling anxious.

BASIC HEALTH GUIDANCE

This guidance for all individuals of basic protective measures is drawn from the World Health Organization, and other
widely available communications.

Stay home if you are feeling sick.
Wash your hands frequently.
Maintain social distancing.
Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth.

‘

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/pdf/faithbaseedcommunitychecklist.pdf
https://www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/safety-library/risk-management-articles/disasters-emergencies-and-health/general-health-and-injury-prevention/coronavirus-building-theft/?utm_source=dmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=[ga:email]&utm_campaign=32070%3AEmail_Coronavirus+Update+2
https://www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/safety-library/risk-management-articles/disasters-emergencies-and-health/general-health-and-injury-prevention/coronavirus-maintenance/?utm_source=dmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=[ga:email]&utm_campaign=32070%3AEmail_Coronavirus+Update+2
https://www.abcofwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/MMBB-Follow-up-to-the-NEC-and-REMC-Officers.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html?C=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public%20%C2%A0


Practice respiratory hygiene.
Bleach, alcohol, Lysol and other basic disinfectants are good to use to clean doorknobs, handles, faucets
and counter tops.
Have a good supply of fluids, healthy food, decongestants, anti-inflammatory drugs and acetaminophen for
fevers.
Have a first aid kit, flashlight, space blanket in your car.
If you have fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical care early

Click HERE for a brief video from the CDC that provides a basic explanation for how the virus spreads as well as 6
steps you can take to lower your risk of getting sick.
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Contact Information

American Baptist Churches of Wisconsin
15330 Watertown Plank Road
Elm Grove, WI 53122-2340

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9AM- 2PM

Phone: (262) 782-3140
Toll Free: (800) 311-3140
Fax: (262) 782-7573

Email: abcwi.office@abcofwi.org
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