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Listen! (RH1 5778)

Wow, as we look outward into this world of ours, so many things have gone on this last year that it is
challenging to know where to begin or what to focus on. I’m troubled by the many hot spots around
the globe where wars are taking place and where violence is perpetrated against specific groups that
are ethnically, religiously or socially different from the majority. I’m upset by the increase of biased
and hateful rhetoric in general and the rise in anti-Semitism in particular here in America as well as
abroad. Conceptually, I view politics as the system that leads to governing, but lately it has become yet
another format for hostile conÁicts.  Suddenly, someone with different political views is bad or evil.  I
have no interest in talking about partisan politics on the High Holy Days, we have bigger fish to fry on
these most sacred of days.  And while conÁict has been the rule of the day from Washington DC to
Jerusalem, many of the headlines have been coming from Mother Nature who has made her presence
known – wildfires out west, Hurricanes Harvey and Irma in Texas and Florida; more Hurricanes
devastating the Caribbean islands, earthquake in Mexico, a cyclone in Zimbabwe, an avalanche in
Afghanistan, a monsoon in Sri Lanka, mudslide in Sierra Leone; Áooding and landslides throughout
South Asia affecting an estimated 41 million people, specifically in Bangladesh, India and Nepal.
 How anyone can think that climate change isn’t a scientific fact is beyond me, but I digress.  

¬

Rosh Hashanah to the classical rabbis was Yom HaDin, the Day of Judgment, in their writings we are
judged by God for the year that has transpired.  For those who no longer ascribe to that theology,
today rabbis also talk about our judging ourselves. Either way, the question we need to ask ourselves
today is how can I be a better person? And is there something I can do to make the world better a
better place?  As I discussed the holidays with my colleagues, it became clear to me that one area of
concern where most of us can improve is in listening. If I can be a better listener, then I can be a better
friend, colleague, family member; I can improve myself.  And if I listen to those with whom I
disagree, then I can help make the world a better place too by reducing the tension; and the level of
rhetoric by listening rather than just stating my position louder in opposition.  Listening is not easy, it
takes effort, but it is worth doing.

¬

Like 0
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A VWRU\ LV WROd RI a OLWWOe JLUO ZKR cRPeV KRPe IURP HebUeZ VcKRRO, eaJeU WR VKRZ KeU PRWKeU
a dUaZLQJ.
HeU PRWKeU LV ZaVKLQJ dLVKeV.
"MRPP\, JXeVV ZKaW?" VKe VTXeaOV, ZaYLQJ WKe dUaZLQJ.
WLWKRXW ORRNLQJ XS, KeU PRWKeU UeVSRQdV, "WKaW?"
"GXeVV ZKaW?" UeSeaWV WKe OLWWOe JLUO.
AJaLQ WKe PRWKeU aVNV, "WKaW?"
"MRPP\, \RX'Ue QRW OLVWeQLQJ."
SWLOO QRW VKLIWLQJ KeU IRcXV IURP WKe dLVKeV, VKe Va\V, "SZeeWLe, \eV, I aP,".
"BXW MRPP\, \RX'Ue QRW OLVWeQLQJ ZLWK \RXU e\eV."
¬

TR WUXO\ OLVWeQ, \RX Qeed WR IRcXV, WR Sa\ aWWeQWLRQ.¬ TKaW aQecdRWe UePLQded Pe RI a OLQe IURP
´TKe RaLQbRZµ VRQJ I XVed WR VLQJ aW caPS ZKeQ I ZaV NLd, ´LLVWeQ ZLWK \RXU e\eV! LLVWeQ
ZLWK \RXU e\eV aQd VLQJ eYeU\WKLQJ \RX Vee! YRX caQ VLQJ a UaLQbRZ, VLQJ a UaLQbRZ, VLQJ
aORQJ ZLWK Pe«µ

LLVWeQLQJ LV aOVR aQ LPSRUWaQW SaUW RI RRVK HaVKaQaK!¬  TKe PRVW XQLTXe PLW]YaK RI WKLV
KROLda\ LV KeaULQJ WKe bORZLQJ RI WKe VKRIaU.¬ IW LVQ·W a PLW]YaK WR bORZ WKe VKRIaU; WKe PLW]YaK
LV LQ KeaULQJ WKe VRXQd RI WKe VKRIaU.¬  TKe bUacKa WKaW Ze ZLOO KeaU UecLWed b\ WKe SKRIaU
bORZeU LV LiVhmR·ah kRl VhRfaU, ´WR KeaU WKe VRXQd RI WKe VKRIaU.µ TKe VKRIaU bOaVW VKRXOd caOO
WR XV; I RQce Uead a beaXWLIXO aQaORJ\ WKaW WKe VRXQd RI WKe VKRIaU LV OLNe WKe ZKLVWOe RI WKe
OLIeJXaUd aW WKe RceaQ. WKeQ \RX JeW WRR IaU RXW, WKe OLIeJXaUd bORZV RQ WKe ZKLVWOe WR JeW
\RXU aWWeQWLRQ aQd bULQJ \RX bacN LQ WR VaIeW\.¬  SR WRR dXULQJ WKe \eaU Ze VWUa\ IURP GRd,
IURP TRUaK aQd PLW]YRW, IURP WKe JeZLVK SeRSOe; aQd ZKeQ Ze KeaU WKe VRXQd RI WKe VKRIaU LW
caQ SLeUce RXU VRXOV aQd caOO XV bacN WR ZKeUe Ze beORQJ.

TKeUe LV aOVR VSecLaO PeaQLQJ WKaW caQ be aWWacKed WR eacK RI WKe VRXQdV Ze ZLOO VRXQd RQ
WKe VKRIaU. TKe TeNLaK, WKe baVLc bOaVW, LV WKe VRXQd WKaW ZaNeV XV XS IURP RXU VSLULWXaO
VOXPbeU; SKeYaULP PeaQV bURNeQ aQd LW LV WKe VRXQd RI a bURNeQ KeaUW, LW LV WKe ZaLO RI
RYeUZKeOPLQJ LVVXeV LQ RXU OLYeV; WKe TeUXaK LV a VKRUW VWaccaWR VRXQd; I KaYe Uead WKaW LW caQ
be WKe VRXQd RI XQcRQWUROOed ZeeSLQJ RU a UePLQdeU WKaW SURJUeVV LV Pade RQe VPaOO VWeS aW
a WLPe. AQd ÀQaOO\ WKeUe LV WKe TeNLaK GedROaK, WKe ORQJ VXVWaLQed bOaVW, ZKLcK caQ UeSUeVeQW
VWabLOLW\ aQd KRSe. ¬

A VKRIaU caQ be Pade IURP WKe KRUQ RI aQ\ NRVKeU aQLPaO. IW ZaV WKe AVKNeQa]Lc UabbLV ZKR
OLNed XVLQJ a UaP·V KRUQ WR UePLQd GRd WKaW Ze aUe WKe deVceQdeQWV RI AbUaKaP ZKR ZaV
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ZLOOLQJ WR VacULÀce KLV VRQ, bXW LQVWead RIIeUed XS a UaP RQ WKe aOWeU WKaW ZaV VWXcN LQ WKe
WKLcNeW b\ LWV KRUQV. CRQYeUVeO\, WKe\ WeOO XV QRW WR XVe WKe KRUQ RI a bXOO; OeVW LW UePLQd GRd RI
WKe GROdeQ CaOI eSLVRde, VLQce WKe JRaO LV WR KaYe GRd MXdJe XV PeUcLIXOO\ Ze ZaQW GRd WR
be LQ a IRUJLYLQJ PRRd ZKLOe MXdJLQJ. TKe VKRIaU HRZLe VRXQdV WRda\ LV a UaP·V KRUQ, WKe
V\QaJRJXe VKRIaU WKaW RLcN ZLOO XVe WRPRUURZ LV a YePeQLWe KXdX KRUQ.
¬

LeW·V IRU a PRPeQW cRQVLdeU WKe ceQWUaO UROe OLVWeQLQJ SOa\V LQ RXU OLWXUJ\. TZLce daLO\ Ze aUe
WR UecLWe WKe ZRUdV RI WKe SKePa ² HeaU, O IVUaeO; AdRQaL LV RXU GRd, AdRQaL LV RQe.¬ TKLV
YeUVe IURP WKe TRUaK cRPeV cORVeU WR beLQJ a cRUe VWaWePeQW RI IaLWK WKaQ aQ\WKLQJ eOVe LQ
JXdaLVP. IW LV aPRQJVW WKe ÀUVW SUa\eUV Ze WeacK WR cKLOdUeQ, PaQ\ SeRSOe Va\ LW QLJKWO\
beIRUe JRLQJ WR VOeeS aQd WUadLWLRQaOO\, LW LV WKe OaVW SUa\eU Ze UecLWe beIRUe Ze dLe. YRX caQ·W
JeW PXcK PRUe baVLc LQ WeUPV RI VLJQLÀcaQce.

OQ RRVK HaVKaQaK ZKeQ Ze cRPe WR WKe eQd RI WKe VeUYLce, Ze RSeQ WKe AUN, RXU AURn
HaKRdeVh, RQe PRUe WLPe IRU WKe PL\XW Ha\Rm ² ZKLcK PeaQV TRda\! We aVN GRd WR
VWUeQJWKeQ XV, WR bOeVV XV aQd LQVcULbe XV IRU a JRRd \eaU aQd WKeQ LW aVNV, WiVhma
VhaYaWaWeinX, KeaU RXU SOea! We ZaQW WR be KeaUd, VR VKRXOdQ·W LW be LQcXPbeQW XSRQ XV WR
OLVWeQ aV ZeOO?

WKeQ I ZaV LQ JUadXaWe VcKRRO IRU CRXQVeOLQJ WKe\ WaONed WR XV abRXW deYeORSLQJ WKe VNLOO RI
acWLYe OLVWeQLQJ. MRVW RI WKe WLPe Ze OLVWeQ SaVVLYeO\, VRPeRQe WaONV, Ze VLW bacN aQd OLVWeQ.¬
SRPeWLPeV Ze aUe IRcXVed RQ ZKaW WKe\ aUe Va\LQJ, bXW RWKeU WLPeV Ze aUe WKLQNLQJ abRXW
ZKaW Ze ZaQW WR Va\ LQ UeSO\ RU ZRUVe VRPeWKLQJ eOVe eQWLUeO\.¬ WKeQ RQe eQJaJeV LQ acWLYe
OLVWeQLQJ, \RXU eQWLUe IRcXV LV RQ OLVWeQLQJ aQd WKeQ \RX UeÁecW bacN ZKaW \RX·Ye KeaUd VR WKaW
WKe VSeaNeU NQRZV WKaW WKeLU PeVVaJe KaV JRWWeQ acURVV aQd LI LW WXUQV RXW WR be RII WaUJeW,
WKeQ WKe\ caQ WU\ aJaLQ WR cRPPXQLcaWe ZKaW LW LV WKaW WKe\ ZaQW WR cRQYe\.¬ IW caQ WaNe PRUe
WLPe aQd eIIRUW, bXW LW caQ aOVR be ZRUWK LW; LW Sa\V WR OLVWeQ ZeOO.

AcWLYe OLVWeQLQJ LV abRXW beLQJ SUeVeQW LQ WKe PRPeQW. A VWRU\ LV WROd abRXW RabbL AbUaKaP
JRVKXa HeVcKeO ZKeQ Ke OeaUQed WKaW WKe VLVWeU RI a IULeQd Kad dLed.¬¬ He ZaV ZLWK a VWXdeQW
aQd HeVcKeO aQQRXQced WKaW WKe\ Kad WR dULYe WR BRVWRQ WR Vee WKe IULeQd. SR WKe\ JRW LQ WKe
caU aQd dURYe WKe KRXU WR BRVWRQ. RabbL HeVcKeO ZaONed LQ aQd KXJJed KLV IULeQd; Ke VaW
Qe[W WR KLP IRU WKe Qe[W KRXU OLVWeQLQJ WR KLP WaON.¬ RabbL HeVcKeO dLd QRW XWWeU RQe ZRUd. He
dLdQ·W aVN KRZ ROd ZaV VKe? HRZ dLd VKe dLe? He VaW LQ VLOeQce aQd OLVWeQed IRU aQ KRXU aQd
ZKeQ KLV IULeQd ÀQLVKed; Ke JRW XS, KXJJed KLP aJaLQ aQd OeIW.
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OQ WKe ULde bacN WKe VWXdeQW aVNed, ´DLd \RX NQRZ KeU ZeOO?µ RabbL HeVcKeO UeSOLed, ´I·d
QeYeU PeW KeU.µ TKe VWXdeQW aVNed ZK\ WKe\ Kad dULYLQJ aQ KRXU MXVW VR Ke cRXOd VLW RQ WKe
cRXcK ZLWK KLP ZLWKRXW aVNLQJ RU Va\LQJ aQ\WKLQJ? HeVcKeO UeSOLed, ´becaXVe WKaW LV ZKaW Ke
Qeeded.µ LLVWeQLQJ LV abRXW beLQJ SUeVeQW IRU WKe RWKeU SeUVRQ, RIWeQ LW LVQ·W abRXW ZKaW \RX
Va\, bXW abRXW WKe JLIW RI VKaULQJ \RXU eVVeQce.

IW caQ be eYeQ PRUe cKaOOeQJLQJ WR OLVWeQ WR VRPeRQe ZLWK ZKRP Ze dLVaJUee. ¬ MRVeV LV
SUaLVed aV beLQJ YeU\ KXPbOe. BeLQJ KXPbOe PeaQV acceSWLQJ WKaW Ze Pa\ QRW be ULJKW aOO
WKe WLPe, WKaW VRPeRQe eOVe PLJKW MXVW KaYe a SRLQW.¬  SR ZKeQ Ze aUJXe ZLWK VRPeRQe RU
debaWe ZLWK WKeP, Ze KaYe WR be ZLOOLQJ WR adPLW WKaW WKe\ PLJKW be ULJKW.¬ OQO\ WKeQ caQ Ze
WUXO\ KeaU WKeP.¬ ¬  WKeQ Ze NQRZ, Ze KaYe WKe aQVZeU; Ze cORVe RXUVeOYeV RII WR RWKeU
SRVVLbLOLWLeV.

This year we started a joint Hebrew High with Temple Beth Tikvah, Rabbi Meeka Simerly and I teach

the 10th grade Confirmation class. At our first session together, I said to them that there is nothing
wrong with our disagreeing with each other, but that it has to be done respectfully and we have to be
open to the perspective of the other. And then I taught them a text from the Talmud. RDEEL AEED VWDWHG
LQ WKH QDPH RI SDPXHO: FRU WKUHH \HDUV WKHUH ZDV D GLVSXWH EHWZHHQ WKH SFKRRO RI SKDPPDL DQG WKH
SFKRRO RI HLOOHO, WKH IRUPHU DVVHUWLQJ, µTKH ODZ LV LQ DJUHHPHQW ZLWK RXU YLHZV¶ DQG WKH ODWWHU
FRQWHQGLQJ, µTKH ODZ LV LQ DJUHHPHQW ZLWK RXU YLHZV¶. TKHQ D BaW KRO, D KHDYHQO\ YRLFH, DQQRXQFHG,
³BRWK WKHVH DQG WKHVH DUH WKH ZRUGV RI WKH OLYLQJ GRG, EXW WKH ODZ LV LQ DJUHHPHQW ZLWK WKH UXOLQJV RI
SFKRRO RI HLOOHO¶.

TKH TDOPXG WKHQ DVNV, µSLQFH ERWK DUH WKH ZRUGV RI WKH OLYLQJ GRG¶ ZKDW ZDV LW WKDW HQWLWOHG SFKRRO RI
HLOOHO WR KDYH WKH ODZ IL[HG LQ DJUHHPHQW ZLWK WKHLU UXOLQJV? AQG WKH DQVZHU JLYHQ LV, µBHFDXVH WKH\
ZHUH NLQGO\ DQG PRGHVW, WKH\ VWXGLHG WKHLU RZQ UXOLQJV DQG WKRVH RI SFKRRO RI SKDPPDL DQG ZHUH
HYHQ VR KXPEOH DV WR PHQWLRQ WKH ZRUGV RI SFKRRO RI SKDPPDL EHIRUH WKHLU RZQ ZRUGV.¶ (BT EUXYLQ
13E)

IW LV HDV\ WR VXUURXQG \RXUVHOI ZLWK YLHZV ZLWK ZKLFK \RX DJUHH. I IRXQG LW VR WURXEOLQJ ZKHQ LW ZDV
UHSRUWHG WKDW FDFHERRN¶V DOJRULWKP WR VKRZ \RX ZDQW WKH\ WKLQN \RX ZDQW WR VHH RQ \RXU SDJH IHHG
WKDW \RX QHYHU VHH RSSRVLQJ SRLQWV RI YLHZ, WR FRQVHUYDWLYHV WKH\ RQO\ VKRZ FRQVHUYDWLYH SURSDJDQGD
DQG WR SURJUHVVLYHV WKH\ RQO\ VKRZ SURJUHVVLYH SURSDJDQGD.  HRZ FDQ ZH OHDUQ DQG JURZ LI ZH DUH
QHYHU FKDOOHQJHG?   I¶P RIWHQ XQKDSS\ ZLWK WKH QHZV FRYHUDJH LQ WKH NY TLPHV, EXW I ZDV LPSUHVVHG
ZKHQ WKH\ VWDUWHG WR KDYH D VHFWLRQ, DW OHDVW RQOLQH, FDOOHG ³PDUWLVDQ ZULWLQJ \RX VKRXOGQ¶W PLVV´ ZLWK
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LPSRUWDQW DUWLFOHV IURP DFURVV WKH SROLWLFDO VSHFWUXP, WKH LGHD EHLQJ WKDW \RX FRXOG H[SRVH \RXUVHOI WR
GLIIHULQJ SRLQWV RI YLHZ.

TKHUH DUH VRPH RSSRVLQJ YLHZSRLQWV WKDW I¶P SUHSDUHG WR HQWHUWDLQ, EXW RWKHUV WKDW I KDYH QR LQWHUHVW
LQ.  WH KDYH KHDUG VRPH UDWKHU XQVDYRU\ WKLQJV WKLV \HDU.  I ZDV PRUWLILHG DQG DSSDOOHG E\ WKLQJV WKDW
ZHUH VDLG LQ CKDUORWWHVYLOOH.  I ILQG KDWH VSHHFK WR EH KXUWIXO DQG KDUPIXO DQG DV IDU DV I¶P FRQFHUQHG
LW KDV QR SODFH LQ FLYLO GLVFRXUVH. HRZHYHU, I UHFRJQL]H WKDW ZH OLYH LQ D FRXQWU\ WKDW YDOXHV IUHHGRP RI
H[SUHVVLRQ, HYHQ ZKHQ YLOH DQG GLVJXVWLQJ WKLQJV DUH EHLQJ VDLG. I UHVSHFW \RXU ULJKW WR GLVDJUHH ZLWK
HYHU\WKLQJ I VD\, EXW WR WUXO\ GR VR; \RX KDYH WR OLVWHQ WR ZKDW LW LV WKDW I KDYH WR VD\. 

IW LV LPSRUWDQW WR UHPHPEHU WKDW ZRUGV FDQ KXUW RU KHDO; LW LV XS WR XV WR XVH WKHP ZLVHO\.  OQ YRP
KLSSXU ZH ZLOO UHFLWH WKH AO CKeW, WKH ORQJ FRQIHVVLRQDO RYHU DQG RYHU DJDLQ. MRVW RI WKH WKLQJV RQ WKH
OLVW DUH YHUEDO RIIHQVHV, ZRUGV PDNH D GLIIHUHQFH.  II ZH ZDQW SHRSOH WR OLVWHQ WR XV, WKHQ ZH KDYH WR EH
PLQGIXO UHJDUGLQJ ZKDW ZH FKRVH WR VD\. 

AV JHZV ZH EHOLHYH WKDW LW LV RXU GRG JLYHQ ULJKW WR DUJXH DERXW DQ\WKLQJ DQG HYHU\WKLQJ. WDON LQWR D
WUDGLWLRQDO \HVKLYD DQG \RX ZLOO ILQG SDLUV RI VWXGHQWV DUJXLQJ ZLWK RQH DQRWKHU RYHU WKH PHDQLQJ RI D
VDFUHG WH[W, LW LV RXU ZD\ RI OHDUQLQJ WRJHWKHU. WH DUH D SHRSOH ZKR ORYH WR DUJXH, ZKR KDYH HOHYDWHG LW
WR DQ DUW IRUP. BXW LQ WKH JLYH DQG WDNH RI WUDGLWLRQDO JHZLVK VWXG\, UHVSHFW LV JLYHQ WR RQH DQRWKHU DQG
WR WKH WH[W XQGHU FRQVLGHUDWLRQ.  WKDW ZH QHHG WRGD\ LQ APHULFD, SHUKDSV HYHQ KHUH LQ WKLV URRP, LV
FLYLO GLVFRXUVH.  WH GR QRW QHHG WR DJUHH ZLWK RQH DQRWKHU, EXW ZH GR QHHG WR UHVSHFW HDFK RWKHU DQG
ZH GR QHHG WR OLVWHQ WR RQH DQRWKHU.

IQ D WH[W WDNHQ IURP UDEELQLF OLWHUDWXUH RI WKH 9th CHQWXU\ ZKLFK LV D FRPPHQW RQ D YHUVH LQ WKH TRUDK,
E[RGXV 23:5, ZKLFK VD\V, ³WKHQ \RX VHH WKH GRQNH\ RI \RXU HQHP\¶V R[ O\LQJ XQGHU LWV EXUGHQ DQG
ZRXOG UHIUDLQ IURP KHOSLQJ LW XS, \RX PXVW QHYHUWKHOHVV KHOS KLP JHW LW XS.´   WH ILQG:

¬

RDEEL AOH[DQGURQL VDLG: TZR GRQNH\ GULYHUV ZKR KDWHG HDFK RWKHU ZHUH WUDYHOLQJ DORQJ WKH VDPH
URDG. TKH GRQNH\ RI RQH RI WKHP IHOO GRZQ. TKH RWKHU VDZ LW DV KH SDVVHG E\ DQG VDLG WKH YHUVH IURP
WKH TRUDK WR KLPVHOI.  WKDW GLG KH GR? HH UHWXUQHG DQG KHOSHG KLP ORDG KLV GRQNH\. HH EHJDQ WR
VSHDN ZLWK KLP: µSXW D OLWWOH ELW KHUH; µOLIW LW IURP WKHUH.  B\ WKH WLPH KH (ILQDOO\) ORDGHG LW ZLWK KLP,
WKH\ PDGH SHDFH ZLWK RQH DQRWKHU. TKH RWKHU EHJDQ WR VD\ WR (KLPVHOI) ³I WKRXJKW KH ZDV P\ HQHP\.
SHH KRZ KH KDG FRPSDVVLRQ RQ PH DQG P\ GRQNH\ LQ GLVWUHVV?´ FURP WKLV WKH\ ZHQW WR D URDG VLGH
LQQ; WKH\ DWH DQG GUDQN WRJHWKHU DQG EHFDPH IULHQGV ZLWK RQH DQRWKHU.

¬
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OIWeQ Ze caQ ÀQd cRPPRQ JURXQd ZLWK VRPeRQe Ze WKLQN RI aV aQ eQeP\ LI Ze caQ ÀQd
VRPeWKLQJ WR dR WRJeWKeU, VRPe SURMecW WKaW XQLWeV XV. WKeQ Ze WaON ZLWK VRPeRQe aQd OLVWeQ
WR WKeP, Ze beJLQ WR XQdeUVWaQd WKeP aQd VXddeQO\ Ze dLVcRYeU cRPSaVVLRQ.¬  OIWeQ Ze
KaWe ZKaW Ze IeaU aQd RIWeQ Ze IeaU ZKaW Ze dRQ·W XQdeUVWaQd.¬ IW LV VR LPSRUWaQW WR WU\ aQd
WaNe WKe WLPe WR OLVWeQ WR RWKeUV, WR WU\ aQd XQdeUVWaQd WKeP aQd ZKaW WKe\ aUe Va\LQJ.¬

IW LV P\ KRSe WKaW LQ WKe NeZ YeaU WKaW QRZ beJLQV Ze caQ WU\ KaUdeU WR OLVWeQ WR RQe aQRWKeU.¬
TKaW ZKeQ LW cRPeV WR LQWeUacWLQJ ZLWK aQRWKeU KXPaQ beLQJ WKaW Ze caQ VWRS RXU
PXOWLWaVNLQJ ORQJ eQRXJK WR JLYe WKeP RXU cRPSOeWe aQd XQdLYLded aWWeQWLRQ; WKaW Ze caQ
IRcXV XSRQ WKeLU ZRUdV aQd WKeLU PeaQLQJ. II Ze caQ PaQaJe WR dR WKaW, WKeQ Ze caQ PaNe
RXU UeOaWLRQVKLSV VWURQJeU aQd SeUKaSV WXUQ aQ RSSRQeQW LQWR a IULeQd.¬ I·d OLNe WR ÀQLVK ZLWK a
SUa\eU WKaW I·Ye VeeQ YaULRXV aVcULbed WR RabbL JacN ReLPeU aQd WR RabbL HaUROd KXVKQeU,
SeUKaSV WKe\ ZURWe LW WRJeWKeU.¬

Judaism begins with the commandment: Hear, O Israel!

But what does it really mean to hear?
The person who attends a concert with a mind on business,

Hears-but does not really hear.

The person who walks amid the songs of the birds

And thinks only of what will be served for dinner, hears - but does not really hear.

The one who listens to the words of a friend, or spouse, or child, and does not catch the note of
urgency: "Notice me, help me, care about me," hears - but does not really hear.

The person who listens to the news and thinks only of how it will affect business, Hears - but does not
really hear.

The person who stiÁes the sound of conscience and thinks "I have done enough already,"
Hears - but does not really hear.

The person who hears the hazzan pray and does not feel the call to join in prayer, Hears - but does not
really hear.

The person who listens to the rabbi's sermon and thinks that someone else is being addressed, Hears -
but does not really hear

On this Rosh Hashanah, O Lord, Sharpen our ability to hear.

May we hear the music of the world, and the infant's cry, and the lover's sigh.

May we hear the call for help of the lonely soul, and the sound of the breaking heart.

May we hear the words of our friends, and also their unspoken pleas and dreams. May we hear within
ourselves the yearnings that are struggling for expression. May we hear You, O God.
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For only if we hear You

Do we have the right to hope that You will hear us.

Hear the prayers we offer to You this day, O God, and may we hear them too.
¬

Wishing you a Shanah Tovah – a Good Year!

Listen, may it be a very good year for us all – ALUASA!!
¬

¬

¬

¬
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