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Three Ways to Encourage
Your Church to Be Missional

This Easter

T
his Easter will be an Easter like no other. Without the ability to celebrate in

person, your church will need to get creative about how to mark the occasion.

Since you won’t be able to connect with the usual Easter-Sunday visitors to your

church, here are three ways to be missional in light of the coronavirus.

https://www.faithward.org/category/coronavirus/
https://www.faithward.org/category/lent/
https://www.faithward.org/category/worship/seasonal-worship/
https://www.faithward.org/


Connect
How do we socially connect with each other? With our neighbors? As small groups,

life groups and missional communities are moving to meet online, we encourage you

and your neighbors to do the same!

Find new ways to know your neighbor.

1. If you can, or you feel comfortable, leave a note in the mailbox, make a door

hanger, and introduce yourself.

2. Gather information: make a contact list, a Facebook group, use Nextdoor, or make

a phone tree.

3. Try to meet! Using apps like FaceTime, Zoom, Google Hangouts, or Skype are

great ways to continue to meet together or even meet for the Vrst time.

What can you do now that you’re connected?

Here are four ideas:

1. Invite your neighbors to your small group or missional community! This might be

a great way to let them experience a faith community in a very low-risk way.

2. Host a neighborhood online game night or scavenger hunt. Give people space to

know each other, and still connect over laughter and humor.

3. Host a virtual Easter meal. Coordinate eating a Holy Week meal together, even if

it’s online.

4. Starting a virtual Easter egg hunt in a neighborhood. Download free printable

eggs, which your family can color and “hide” in window(s) of your home. Now

when neighbors go for walks, they can search for all the eggs!

https://www.designweek.co.uk/issues/16-22-march-2020/covid-19-graphic-design/
https://nextdoor.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VTQzOW8yQE
https://www.google.com/search?q=easter+egg+printable&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&oq=easter+egg+printable&aqs=chrome..69i64j0l7.1468j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Serve
How do we meet the needs of our community? Easter is a time that reminds us to

connect with the most vulnerable in our communities. In this current reality, it is

important for us to make sure that those that need the love and support of the faith

community can still receive it.

Find new ways to serve your community.

1. Call your neighborhood nonproVts. Even if you never have before, Vnd out what

they need. Don’t assume; ask if there is something particular they need and

mobilize your community to meet that need.

2. Connect your congregation individually with nonproVts you already serve.

Sometimes we fall into the rut of writing checks to partner ministries that we

never personally engage with. This is a time to connect the people in your church

with what your ministry partners are doing on the frontline of this pandemic.

What can we do to serve together?

Gather support for your “essential workers” like healthcare workers, Vrst responders,

food service people, and government workers. Leverage social media to curate letters

and notes of encouragement and support for those on the front lines.

Pray
How do we spiritually care for our neighbors in this season? Easter is usually the time

where we make a courageous ask for someone to join us at church, a church activity,

or participate in our faith communities. You may not be able to invite someone into a

church building to experience God alongside of you. However, you can ask God to be

present with them, wherever they are. And that they can experience the resurrection
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power of Jesus in their homes, their hearts, and their lives.

Find new ways to pray.

1. Gather to pray. You can do this via phone tree, online, or even by typing out your

prayers on social media. And when you gather to pray, remember to fervently pray

for your communities. Pray that people would come to know the hope of Jesus,

especially during this Easter season.

2. Walk and pray. Use our prayer walking guide, updated for physical distancing.

3. Journal your prayers. This is what the Psalms are all about. Write down your

prayers to God. Give God your hopes, fears, and anxieties—for you, your loved

ones, your communities, and your world.

What can you do when you’re connected to prayer?

Dedicate a prayer focus for each day. Text, email, or snail mail send it to your

congregation. Ask them to consider a combined prayer focus for each day.

Download the prayer walking guide

https://www.resonateglobalmission.org/support/partner-campus-ministries/international-campus-ministry-western-michigan-university
https://wmich.edu/
http://images.rca.org/docs/lme/PrayerWalkingGuide.pdf
http://images.rca.org/docs/lme/PrayerWalkingGuide.pdf
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